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Rhetorical Analysis

Purpose: This manual gives “a brief introduction to the new
facilities and is intended for authors who are already familiar
with the old version of LATEX.”

Audience: The manual assumes the reader has both a general
knowledge of code and a background with LATEXitself.

Tone and Style: The language is very technical. It is only
appropriate for its intended audience.

Design and Visuals: The manual has an interactive table of
contents which is very useful for someone who is already
knowledgable about LATEXand only needs to search for a
specific topic. Without the appropriate background, this
layout just adds to the intimidation a beginner would have to
overcome.

Clarity and Usability: The steps and explanations would only
be clear for its intended audience.
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Key Changes (Tone, Structure, Language)

ChatGPT gives an explanation of a line of code in the manner
you would speak to someone who has no background in
coding: This line tells LaTeX: “I want to write an article.
Please style everything accordingly.”

ChatGPT informally explains what classes and package are
from the headings, Classes (Templates) and Packages
(Add-ons), and then also gives another informal definition if
the title did not make sense.

When giving examples, ChatGPT says, Let’s say you want to:

ChatGPT makes a comparison phone apps to summarize its
point.
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Reflections

The official user manual is basically unreadable for anyone
without the specific background knowledge assumed by the
manual.

The ChatGPT version aimed at a general audience would be
understandable for anyone.

Limits: Even with the version aimed at a general audience,
the technical nature of the material will still make it
intimidating to any potential users.

Joseph Lee LATEX User Manual Analysis


